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P.O. Box 382, Maroochydore 4558 

www.maroochydoreorchidsociety.com.au 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

Patroness - Rosanna Natoli 

President  - Duncan McMartin  (07) 5448 5300 

Secretary - Kathy Howatson  (07) 5448 4450  maroochyorchid1@optusnet.com.au 

Treasurer - Del Whittaker   (07) 5476 5305 

Editor  - Merryan Hardman  hmerryan@yahoo.com 

 

 
CULTURAL MEETING 

 

Cultural Meeting is held on the 1st Tuesday of the month at the Girl Guide Hall, Beach Road, Maroochydore, 

7.30pm. AGM will be held at October meeting. Members and visitors are welcome. All plants to be tabled by 

7.30pm for judging. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 CALENDAR 
 

  Society Show Dates: 

 16th – 17th  September - Noosa District Orchid & Foliage Show, Venue TBA (set up 15th 

September 3pm BENCHING) 

 NZ - 22nd – 25th September  – Auckland Orchid and Flower Show, ASB Showgrounds 

 23rd – 24th September - Glasshouse Country Orchid Show, Beerwah Community Hall 

Peachester Road, Beerwah (set up 22nd September 3pm DISPLAY) 

 15th -16th October – Bribie Island Spring Show (OPEN) 

 28th – 29th October - Nambour Orchid Species Show & Trade Fair, Nambour Orchid Species 

Show & Trade Fair (set up 27th October 3pm BENCHING) 

 

CULTURAL MEETING RESULTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

Annual Fee $10 Badge (optional) $10 

All enquiries, please contact Del. 

 

 

mailto:maroochyorchid1@optusnet.com.au
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CATEGORY FIRST SECOND THIRD 

OPEN Pot.Sebastion Scalia Rlc.Donna Kimura x 

Rlc.Budekin Reward 

Rsc.Glen lee Delight 

 Bill Letcher Kathy Howatson Kathy Howatson 

INTERMEDIATE Rlc.Village Chief North Paph.Betty Bell x 

Paph.Via Asia 

Onc.Unknown 

 Loraine Hocking Joe Merieca Loraine Hocking 

NOVICE C.Unknown Den.Unknown - 

 Ann Ribbons Ann Ribbons - 

SPECIES Calanthe vesita Epi.imatophyllum Den.niveum 

 Loraine Hocking Loraine Hocking Duncan McMartin 

FOLIAGE Bromiliad Unknown Tillansia 

 Loraine Hocking Loraine Hocking Loraine Hocking 

     

   

 

Other entries:- 

 

Open winner - Pot.Sebastion 
Scalia

Intermediate winner- Rlc.Village 
Chief North

Novice winner - C.Unknown
Species winner -
Calanthe vesita
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OUR ANNUAL SHOW  
Our Show was quite a challenge this year. Not only did we have to contend with massive disruptive roadworks, 

that put the best of drivers at a disadvantage, but we also coincided with the Olympics on television. Those that could 

bear to drag themselves away from competition had to have the will of steel to manoeuvre around reduced, altered lanes 

and confusing, not-all-too-clear roundabouts. Anyway, our Show persevered and we had a lovely turnout from all 

participating Societies. Congratulations to John and Kaye Greene for Grand Champion, Best Specimen and Best 

Species with their Ddc.wenzelii. And congratulations to Judy Robbins for Reserve Champion with her C.Aloha Case. 

 
 

 

 

Photographs from the Show: 
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               Breaking News:-    Pollen Theft Caught on Camera          
A brazen thief was caught on camera at the Maroochydore Orchid Show – 6th August 2016 – stealing 
pollen. 
Just after the doors opened on the morning of the 6th August – Mr Rod Aisthorpe and Mr John Salway 
noted some activity on or in the vicinity of a Bulbophyllum enchinolabium flower. A closer investigation 
by these two very observant persons, revealed a blowfly of unknown species to be trapped in the throat 
of the flower. The said offender was removed from his trap by Mr. Aisthorpe and he was seen to be 
carrying the pollen of the flower in which he had become trapped. A quick thinking Mr Salway grabbed 
his phone and photographed the offender with his load of stolen goods – for future reference – and just 
in case nobody believed him.  
 

The flower was one of only two on a plant of Bulbophyllum enchinolabium – the exhibit had just won first prize in Class 
35 – “Any Other Genera – Species”. This brazen thief had robbed the plant owners Mr Trevor and Mrs Jan Heitman of 
50% of the pollen able to be harvested from this prize winner.   
 
As is typical with all CCTV images seen on National TV of crimes being perpetrated – the image gained by Mr. Salway 
was a little pixelated – however with some of the latest technology a clearer image has been developed of the thief and 
it is printed here in the hope that somebody may recognise this blowfly. 

 
One theorist was even heard to say that the blowfly was probably a drone trained by a top 
grower wanting to steal pollen from prize winners in the hope of improving the bloodline of 
their own plants  
 
Sadly in the excitement of the moment, the thief escaped and was unable to be located 
again – the thief was last seen heading toward the Cymbidium section. If anyone who had 
a Cymbidium in the show, sees their plant develop a seed pod, perhaps it should be allowed 
to go the full term to see the end result. 

Grahame Muller 
P.S. All jokes aside – thanks to John Salway for capturing this rarely seen event. 

 

 

 

PART 2 - CONTINUING OUR ARTICLE ON PAPHS FROM LAST MONTH:- 

 

How big does my Paph have to be to bloom? 
Predicting blooming size by leaf span can be difficult, as there is not only tremendous variation 

between the different species, but clonal variation within a species. Differing growing 

conditions between growers can also produce 'blooming size' plants at different rates. Also, 

vendors have independent ideas about what constitutes 'blooming size', based on their particular 

growing conditions. Obviously only limited generalizations can be made within ranges as wide 

apart as the diminutive Paph. barbigerum and the huge Paph. kolopakingii, but probably one of 

the best indicators that a plant has reached potential 

blooming  

size is when a new growth starts. This is not always 

the case, though, as some plants grown in less than 

optimum conditions will have to produce multiple 

growths before flowering, and a few species tend to 

impart a "clumping of growths" prior to flowering 

trait. 

 

When will my Paph bloom again? 

You have to be patient when the plant you purchased 

in flower is done flowering, because it needs to mature another growth before it can flower 

again, unless it is a sequential bloomer from the section Cochlopetalum (see following 

 

Look close for the flowering Paph. barbigerum in the 
front of the Paph. kolopakingii.  
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paragraph). Your plant will also take a bit of time to adjust to your growing conditions, and your 

potting medium if you choose to repot it after flowering (which is always a good idea). Many of 

the species and hybrids are somewhat seasonal in their flowering; others will flower pretty much 

any time of year when they mature a growth. Still others can bloom more than once a year once 

they become larger, multigrowth plants. 

 

How long should my flowers last? 

 
Paphs purchased at orchid shows, or at commercial greenhouses, 

and then brought into the home should hold their flowers for at least a 

week, perhaps even for several weeks. If the flowers on the plant were 

already starting to fade, turn slightly transparent, or lose substance at the 

time the plant was purchased, the flowers will not last long. This can be 

most noticeable in the pouch, which will appear slightly wrinkled and 

perhaps shrunken. If you like the flower, even though it is fading, you can 

still purchase the plant, as you now have a good idea of the flowers' 

quality and shape. The change in environment can hasten the fading of the 

flowers, and when rebloomed in your own conditions, the flowers will last 

for longer periods of time. Members of the section Cochlopetalum (Paph. 

glaucophylum, Paph. victoria-mariae, Paph. victoria-regina 

[chamberlainianum]), Paph. primulinum, and Paph. liemianum) flower 

consecutively over several months; even when one flower fades and falls 

from the plant, there will likely be another bud readying on the same 

inflorescence to open in a short time. Mature plants in this section can be in flower almost 

constantly under good conditions. Multiflorals, such as Paph. philippinense, Paph. St. Swithin, 

Paph. Lady Isabel, Paph. Susan Booth, Paph. adductum, Paph. supardii et. al. gradually over 

several days open all their flowers, until they are all open at once, and then tend to fade the 

flowers up the inflorescence one after another, starting with the first one opened. 

 

Will it bloom again from the same growth? 
You will get only one inflorescence per growth; you need to mature another growth to get 

another inflorescence. There have been rare recorded instances of some plants pushing up 2 

inflorescences from the same growth. The exception to this rule is plants from section 

Cochlopetalum, which will give you flowers sequentially on the same inflorescence for many 

months. 

 
(Cont. Part 3 next month.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paph. Susan Booth 'Candor 
Tiger Rose' AM/AOS.  
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The purpose behind the Orchid Societies of South East Queensland Ekka display is to 

encourage and promote orchid growing in South East Queensland. The stand is manned 

by members from Orchid Societies in South East Queensland, the orchids in the display 

are discussed, questions are answered and brochures relating to S.E. Queensland Orchid 

Societies and their upcoming Orchid Shows are handed out. 

The 2016 display was awarded first prize in the Flower and Garden Display Internal 

Studio. Barry Kable is to be congratulated for the huge effort in organising the display, 

members of the Orchid Societies who provided plants, arranged the display are also to be 

congratulated and the members who manned the stand during the show must be thanked 

(Trevor and Jan Heitman, Margaret Shepherd and several others helped set up this 

display at the Ekka). 

Well done by all involved. 

LIBRARY 

An orchid book library is available at the Scout Hall for all members to use. Please ensure borrowed 

books are signed out by our Librarian, Joe Merieca. 

 

                                                          SUPPER ROSTER 2016 

Month Person  

September John Thelander, Merryan Hardman 

October Louise Myers 

November  

December  
 

 

Disclaimer: While the Editor endeavours to ensure the reliability of this newsletter, neither the Editor nor the Maroochydore Orchid Society Inc. 

can assume any responsibility for the information or advice given to readers of The Observer. 


