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Maroochydore Orchid Society, P.O. Box 382, Maroochydore 4558            
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www.maroochydoreorchidsociety.com.au 

 

Patroness - Rosanna Natoli 

President  - Duncan McMartin  (07) 5448 5300 

Secretary - Kathy Howatson  (07) 5448 4450  maroochyorchid1@optusnet.com.au 

Treasurer - Del Whittaker   (07) 5476 5305 

Editor  - Merryan Hardman  hmerryan@yahoo.com 

                                                                                         CULTURAL MEETING 

              Cultural Meeting is held on the 1st Tuesday of the month at the Girl Guide Hall, Beach Road, Maroochydore, 

7.30pm. AGM will be held at October meeting. Members and visitors are welcome. All plants to be tabled by 

7.30pm for judging. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

2015 CALENDARSociety Show Dates: 

 

 20th June - STOCQ Meeting, Uniting Church Hall, Coronation Ave, Nambour, hosted by 

Nambour Orchid Society 

 3rd – 5th July – Caboolture Orchid Society Show (DISPLAY), Morayfield Community 

Complex, 298 Morayfield Rd, Morayfield (set up 2nd July 3pm) 

 7th – 8th August, M.O.S. Annual Show (BENCHING), Millwell Road Community Hall, 

Millwell Road East, Maroochydore (set up 6th August 3pm) 

 28th – 29th August – Nambour Orchid Society Show (DISPLAY), Uniting Church, 

Donaldson Street, Nambour (set up 27th August 3pm) 

 10th – 11th September – SCOSC Spring Show, Pelican Waters Shopping Village (CLOSED) 

 16th – 23rd September - 20th A.O.C. National and 50th TQOC Conference and Show, 

Mackay 

 18th – 19th September – Noosa District Orchid and Foliage Society Show (BENCHING) 

Community Hall, Maple Street, Cooroy (set up 17th September 3pm) 

 18th – 23rd September - The triennial AOC Orchid Conference and Show, Mackay 

Entertainment and Convention Centre (MECC)  

 25th – 26th September – Glasshouse Country Orchid Society Show (DISPLAY) Beerwah 

Community Centre, Peachester Road, Beerwah (set up 24th September 3pm) 

 3rd – 4th October – Bribie Island Orchid Society Spring Show (BENCHING) 156a First 

Avenue Bongaree (set up 2nd October 3pm) 

 30th – 31st October – Nambour Orchid Society Species Show (BENCHING), Uniting 

Church, Donaldson Road, Nambour (set up 29th October 3pm)  

 November - STOCQ Meeting, (Venue and date TBA), hosted by Hervey Bay Orchid Society 

 11th – 12th June 2016 – Diamond Festival of Orchids 

 NZ - 22nd – 25th September 2016 – Auckland Orchid and Flower Show, ASB 

Showgrounds 

CULTURAL MEETING RESULTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES    
                               Annual Fee $10 Badge $10 

                 All enquiries, please contact Del. 
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CATEGORY FIRST SECOND THIRD 

OPEN Odcdm.Wildcat V.Noppom Goldeu 

Dream 

V.Brighton Ruby Jewel 

 Kathy Howatson John Salway John Salway 

INTERMEDIATE Rlc.Sweet Margaret - - 

 Del Whitaker - - 

NOVICE Den.Rabeabrat Lc.SJ Bracey x 

Slc.Rajahas Ruby 

Van.Pine Rivers 

 Joe Mercieca Joe Mercieca Joe Mercieca 

SPECIES Bulb.medusae Bulb.rothchildianum Certosytiss rubra 

 Rod Aisthorpe Joe Mercieca Kathy Howatson 

FOLIAGE - - - 

 - - - 

 

      

   

 

 

 A few words from Kathy Howatson, our overall Popular winner about her prize orchid:-  

Open winner - Odcdm.
Intermediate winner-
Rlc.Sweet Margaret

Novice winner - Den.Rabeabrat
Species winner -
Bulb.medusae
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My plant Odontocidium (Odcdm) Wildcat ‘Formosa Yellow’ was the winner at the May 

meeting. These plants were, at one time called a Colmanara.  

I usually number all my plants with the date and place of purchase and the cost but I 

haven’t done it with this one. So I think it must have been a raffle prize because I 

wouldn’t have bought it. For some reason they don’t last long in my shade house. 

I have repotted it into a cymbidium mix with some peat to keep it a bit moist because it 

would only get watered when I water the cattleyas. It has been under 50% shade cloth 

and solar weave. I did notice the flower spike in March before I went away on holidays. I 

thought that the spike would be finished before I get back. But it was flowering 

beautifully. 

This goes to show that some plants grow and flower despite what we do. 

 Some other beautiful entries: 
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Big News 

Earlier in the year the Sunshine Coast Council opened its Grant program to community groups. I applied for $770 

which is the cost of hiring the Millwell Road Community Hall for our annual show. We have been successful. 
The money will be deposited into our account for the specific purpose of paying for the hall. As a consequence of the 

grant, all correspondence regarding the show must have the council logo on it.  They said “The panel welcomed the 

inclusion of environmental messaging about preservation of local orchid species in their natural habitat.”  I am pleased 

the effort that was put into this submission has been worth it. Kathy. 

 

JUNE BUS TRIP 

Please keep Sunday 21st June free as we have a trip to Robertsons, Darryl 

Bank’s, Trost’s, and Frizzo’s – all great orchid stockists. It is BYO packed 

picnic. Pick-up is 9am Girl Guide Hall, Beach Road, Maroochydore. Anyone 

interested MUST ADVISE Kathy or Duncan at the June Meeting. Any vacancies 

will be offered to other Societies.  

BUILDING AN ORCHID RAFT (from May Cultural meeting – thank you, John Thelander) 

It is something you may hear often when it comes to Orchid growing, grow them in similar conditions to their natural 

habitat. Equitants, also known as Tolumnias, really respond to the wooden raft. It is similar to a tree, their roots are 

placed on sphagnum moss which keeps them moist, and the rafts hang much like a branch of a tree. Add some 

humidity to that, with morning sun or a northerly position, and you have a happy plant. 

First, a list of supplies that I use to create my raft: 

 Branches off a Bottlebrush Tree – these I have found to be most successful. I prefer them to be cut to 5 ½ 

inches long, and one inch thick. Approximate is fine. 

 A roll of galvanised tie wire – 2.00mm diameter (Bunnings) 

 An electric drill – invest in one as they are cheap and useful. Drill bits are purchased separately but 

interchangeable with drills (Bunnings) 

 A decent pair of pliers (Bunnings) 

 A bucket of water 

 A packet of sphagnum moss – obtained from hardware stores, Nurseries and Orchid show suppliers 

 Fishing line – does not matter what thickness (Big W) 

Prepare the branches to the approximate size. Drill a hole through one piece approximately ½ inch from the top. This 

will house the hook. Make a hook by threading the wire through the hole, and cutting it off, with enough length to 

bend and make a hook. 

At this stage, you need to decide how many pieces you want on your raft, otherwise it is just a stick. As your Orchid 

expands, you will need to consider expanding your raft. I found one piece tended to turn when it was hanging, and I 

had no control over where the spikes were to go. With three, the raft lies flat, and with the correct position when it 

is growing, the Orchid spikes tend to grow directly out and upwards. 

With this in mind, drill a hole through the side of your piece, allowing space for the hole at the front which contains 

the hook. Line this hole up with two other pieces, of which will sit on either side of the hooked piece, making the 
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raft. Using the wire, thread it through the three pieces, and anchor at the ends (maybe you would like to hammer it 

into the raft or twist it to the back). Repeat this at the bottom of the raft to keep it contained. It is possible to replace 

the wire with a screw, top and bottom of the outside pieces, anchoring the outside pieces to the middle piece. 

Soak the raft in a bucket of water so it is ready for your Orchid. Soak the spag moss so it is ready for your Orchid. 

Place a small pad of moss against the raft, place the Orchid on top of it, and wrap the fishing line around the Orchid, 

tying it to the raft. Do this quite a few times until it is secure.  

Hang the raft facing north, water with a squirt bottle every day in summer, every second day in winter – preferably 

in the morning. I fertilize once a week, summer and winter.  

NB: Before attaching any new growth to a raft, soak the raft in water for a couple of days to be completely 

soaked. This way, it ensures the moisture is not absorbed from the plant. 

This is only my way of growing Equitants. Other Orchid growers will have different methods. 

 

 

CREATING AN ORCHID PILLOW 

An Orchid pillow is similar to an Orchid raft. It replicates the condition of growing in the wild for Oncidiums. 

First, a list of supplies that I use to create my pillow: 

 Gutter Guard – a roll (size 18cm W x 800cm) of which can be purchased at Big W (I buy 8m rolls) 

 A roll of galvanised tie wire – 2.00mm diameter (Bunnings) 

 A decent pair of pliers (Bunnings) 

 Bark mix – I use medium bark, 10m charcoal, hydroponic clay beads. These are soaked in water with 

dolomite lime powder (These can be bought from Bunnings, Orchid show suppliers, and the beads from a 

hydroponic supplier) 

 A reel of fine plastic coated wire (Big W) 

 Sphagnum moss – obtained from hardware stores, Nurseries and Orchid show suppliers 

 A bucket of water 

 Fishing line – any size will do (Big W) 

 

Roll out 18inches of gutter guard. This is folded in half which makes the raft 9 inches. Stitch the sides together with 

the fine plastic coated wire by turning the sides in to give a smooth, strong edge. Fill the pillow with the bark mix 

until it is full. Fold the top in and stitch across the top. Using the galvanised wire, create a hook at the top to hang 

the Orchid. Soak the cushion for half a day at least in a bucket of water, to allow the bark to absorb the water. Place 

a pad of spag moss on the cushion, and tie the Orchid into place with fishing line until secure. Water with a squirt 

bottle in the morning, daily in summer, once a week in winter. Fertilize weekly.  
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NB: Before attaching any new growth to a cushion, soak the cushion in water for a couple of days to be completely 

soaked. This way, it ensures the moisture is not absorbed from the plant. 

This is my method – all Orchid growers have their own. I use wood, branches and pillows. Some use cork. 

 

 

 

MOTHER’S DAY SHOW AT BIG TOP 

The show went very well. All the members enjoyed the experience of the new venue and atmosphere. 

The centre management were helpful but I think there were a few bugs to be ironed out with 

communication on the set up. There were people who came to the centre specifically to see the display 

so this was a bonus to everyone. Thursday was busy but Friday was a bit slower, even with the 

markets open and the food stalls in Ocean Street. The plant sales and raffle were better than last year 

and someone did a fantastic job selling the orchid growing books. We sold 21. The management are 

keen to have us back next year. Great. 

SUPPER ROSTER 2015 

Month Person  

July John Salway 

August Robyn Volz 

September John Thelander 

October Louise Myers 

November Merryan Hardman 

December Joe Mercieca 

 

 
Disclaimer: While the Editor endeavours to ensure the reliability of this newsletter, neither the Editor nor the Maroochydore Orchid Society Inc. 

can assume any responsibility for the information or advice given to readers of The Observer. 


