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CULTURAL MEETING 

 

Cultural Meeting is held on the 1st Tuesday of the month at the Girl Guide Hall, Beach Road, Maroochydore, 

7.30pm. AGM will be held at October meeting. Members and visitors are welcome. All plants to be tabled by 

7.30pm for judging. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

2015 CALENDAR Society Show Dates: 

 

 7th – 8th August, M.O.S. Annual Show (BENCHING), Millwell Road Community Hall, 

Millwell Road East, Maroochydore (set up 6th August 3pm) 

 28th – 29th August – Nambour Orchid Society Show (DISPLAY), Uniting Church, 

Donaldson Street, Nambour (set up 27th August 3pm) 

 10th – 11th September – SCOSC Spring Show, Pelican Waters Shopping Village (CLOSED) 

 16th – 23rd September - 20th A.O.C. National and 50th TQOC Conference and Show, 

Mackay 

 18th – 19th September – Noosa District Orchid and Foliage Society Show (BENCHING) 

Community Hall, Maple Street, Cooroy (set up 17th September 3pm) 

 18th – 23rd September - The triennial AOC Orchid Conference and Show, Mackay 

Entertainment and Convention Centre (MECC)  

 25th – 26th September – Glasshouse Country Orchid Society Show (DISPLAY) Beerwah 

Community Centre, Peachester Road, Beerwah (set up 24th September 3pm) 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
Annual Fee $10 

All enquiries, please contact Del. 

 

 

mailto:maroochyorchid1@optusnet.com.au


2 
 

 3rd – 4th October – Bribie Island Orchid Society Spring Show (BENCHING) 156a First 

Avenue Bongaree (set up 2nd October 3pm) 

 30th – 31st October – Nambour Orchid Society Species Show (BENCHING), Uniting 

Church, Donaldson Road, Nambour (set up 29th October 3pm)  

 November - STOCQ Meeting, (Venue and date TBA), hosted by Hervey Bay Orchid Society 

 11th – 12th June 2016 – Diamond Festival of Orchids 

 NZ - 22nd – 25th September 2016 – Auckland Orchid and Flower Show, ASB 

Showgrounds 

CULTURAL MEETING RESULTS 

 

CATEGORY FIRST SECOND THIRD 

OPEN Rsc.Erin Kobayashi x 

Rsc.Tainan Gold 

Slc.Jungle Gem x C. 

Caudebec 

C.Chocolate Drop x 

Lc.Aussie Sunset 

 Kev Rimmington Kathy Howatson Kathy Howatson 

INTERMEDIATE - - - 

 - - - 

NOVICE Blc.Mem.Crispin Rosales x 

Self 

Lc.Scarlet Imp x Lc.Little 

Susie 

Lc.Little Susie x Lc.Land 

of Rubies 

 Joe Mercieca Joe Mercieca Joe Mercieca 

SPECIES Polystachya concreta L.anceps C.percivaliana 

 Duncan McMartin Duncan McMartin Kathy Howatson 

FOLIAGE Aglaonema ‘Siam Aurora’ - - 

 Del Whittaker - - 

 

        

 A few words from, our overall Popular winner, Joe Mercieca, about his prize orchid:- 

Orchid Name:   Blc.Mem Crispin Rosales x Self  

History of this Plant:  It was bought as a seedling in community pot, many years ago from Sunshine Orchid Nursery. 

Open winner - Rsc.Erin 
Kobayashi x Rsc.Tainan Gold

Species winner-
Polystachya concreta

Novice winner -
Blc.Mem.Crispin Rosales x 

Self

Foliage winner -
Aglaonema 'Siam Aurora'



3 
 

Growing Procedure: Grown under 70% shade cloth. Low nitrogen fertiliser is used weekly all year around. Presently 

growing in kiwi bark only, with Styrofoam crocking in the base of the pot. Exposed to rain so watering is done only 

after a drying out period. 

Some other beautiful entries:  

 

 

 

JUNE BUS TRIP 

 

15 people set off just after 9.00am on the bus driven by Bob. One of our new members, Jenny Dobbs, joined 

us as well as a couple of Nambour’s members. We arrived at John Robertson’s place and spent some time 

looking at all the orchids in flower and the new seedlings. The new breedings of the epis were very popular. 

We had a cup of tea while John gave a talk on the bark used to grow cattleyas. It was interesting that he said 

he is now using some coconut fibre with the bark.  

Then off to Noela and Italo Frizzo’s place via the servo to get lunch. Noela had lots of flowering cattleyas 

for sale and many people managed to get something they wanted. Italo and Noela gave a talk on soft cane 

dens and how to stake them for the shows.  Italo also gave us a couple of plants for the raffle. We also had 

time for a leisurely cup of coffee. Thanks to Del and Kathy for the slices and cakes. 

When we arrived at Trost’s, Robert was down the paddock with the strawberries. So we began to look 

through 1 shade house that was not too severely damaged by the flood. He has lots of different orchids and 

most are growing well. But there is a lot of work to do. When Robert came to show us around, we got to see 

most of his shade houses including the new one. He had some flowering Vandas and Clieostoma simmondiis 

for sale.  

On the way home, we had 11 plants for the raffle. Everything went off well and we arrived back at the Girl 

Guide Hall around 5.00pm. Thank you Duncan for organising the trip and the talks. Everyone had a very 

enjoyable day. 
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FLASKS – with help from John Salway and John Thelander 

Whilst attending the Beenleigh Orchid Fair in March, I noticed a lot of glass jars with seedling orchids in 

them. This started me thinking. What happens with these flasks? Can anybody take advantage of them? The 

good news is, everybody, newbies included, can give Flasks a go. While a newbie may not know what the 

end flower will look like (personally, I think as a newbie, I would go by the names – which ones sound 

appealing), a more experienced grower would have a vague idea from the two parent names. Even then, 

things can be a bit hit and miss. So, on that basis, all of us can indulge in the lucky dip that is flasks.  

Here is a step-by-step look at how to handle them. Photos are at the end. 

1. Safety first! Wear rubber gloves.  

2. Prepare a bowl of one litre of water to 1 ½ mils of Previcur (this is a fungicide that stops rot) 

3. When you are ready to open a flask, have a tray with an absorbent layer on it (e.g. tea towel, paper 

towel) 

4. Gently pour water down the inside of the jar to loosen the seedlings. Swish them out into your hand. 

They will be tangled in agar (a growth base)  

5. Place the seedlings into the Previcur mix. Amongst the seedlings will be some proliferation. These 

are seeds that have not germinated properly.  

6. Gently separate the seedlings. Place on the tray. Proliferation can be placed on spag moss to see if 

anything will grow any further. Remember to label them carefully. If you have more than one bottle, 

there may be room for confusion. Leave the collection overnight. 

John Robertson's talk 
on bark for Cattleya's

Our Members at 
Trost's

Bill, Nita and Jenny at 
Trost's

Peter, Eric and Eric at 
Trost's

Italo and Noela Frizzo 
staking soft cane den's

Frizzo demonstration 
continues....
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7. With the rafts prepared (refer to April’s newsletter – make sure all new rafts have been soaked in 

water before attaching any new growth), attach the seedlings and place in your orchid house. Treat 

them as any other orchid growing – water and fertilize depending on their type. 

 

Now the secret has been uncovered, we hope more members will feel easier about investing in flasks, and 

enjoying the pleasure of their new orchids. 

Report on Caboolture Show 

Thank you to the people who helped set up at Caboolture. There were lots of plants especially cattleyas, 

thanks John S. Mel brought along a big angraecum which fitted perfectly in a space at the end of the bench. 

The display looked fantastic and we were given 4th. It must have been close. Duncan received 2 seconds and 

a third. John S received 2 firsts and a third. Joe received his first ribbon. Mel received a first and 2 seconds. 

A third for a paph. Well done Joe. 

 

 

 

SUPPER ROSTER 2015 

Month Person  

August Robyn Volz 

September John Thelander 

October Louise Myers 

November Merryan Hardman 

December Joe Mercieca 

 

 
Disclaimer: While the Editor endeavours to ensure the reliability of this newsletter, neither the Editor nor the Maroochydore Orchid Society Inc. 

can assume any responsibility for the information or advice given to readers of The Observer. 


