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CULTURAL MEETING 
 

Cultural Meeting is held on the 1st Tuesday of the month at the Girl Guide Hall, Beach Road, Maroochydore, 

7.30pm. AGM will be held at October meeting. Members and visitors are welcome. All plants to be tabled by 

7.30pm for judging. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 CALENDAR 
 

  Society Show Dates: 

 15th -16th October – Bribie Island Spring Show (OPEN) 

 28th – 29th October - Nambour Orchid Species Show & Trade Fair, Nambour Orchid Species 

Show & Trade Fair (set up 27th October 3pm BENCHING) 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

Annual Fee $10 Badge (optional) $10 

All enquiries, please contact Del. 

 

 

mailto:maroochyorchid1@optusnet.com.au
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CULTURAL MEETING RESULTS 

 

CATEGORY FIRST SECOND THIRD 

OPEN Lyc.James Miller V.Susan Ong Ah Mooi Den.Sweetheart 

 Peter Henssler O.A.M. John Salway Ian Walker 

INTERMEDIATE Ct.Trick or Treat Rth.Free Spirit x 

Epc.Rene Marques 

V.Angusan River 

 Loraine Hocking Loraine Hocking Loraine Hocking 

NOVICE Den.speciosum C.Battelinii x C.Netristii 

Starbright 

Den.speciosum 

 Robin Volt Robin Volt Joanne McLachlan 

SPECIES C.lodegessii Cym.sandarae Rhy.gigantea 

 Kathy Howatson Royal Rae John Salway 

FOLIAGE Bromeliad Bromeliad Bromeliad 

 Loraine Hocking Loraine Hocking Loraine Hocking 

     

   

 

Other entries:- 

Open winner - Lyc.James Miller Intermediate winner- Ct.Trick or 
Treat

Novice winner - Den.speciosum
Species winner -

C.lodegesii
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NAMBOUR ORCHID SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW 

Nambour’s Show went well, as expected. Congratulations to all winners, and especially Peter 

Henssler OAM with his Lycaste. James Miller. From a purely personal point of view, and as the 

Editor – seeing lots of orchid photos while doing this job, I was amazed to see such a stunning 

orchid, looking so perfect it almost looked as if it were artificial. I have to say, it absolutely floored 

me, as I have never seen anything special as this. Whatever you are doing, Peter, keep it up.  
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GLASSHOUSE COUNTY ANNUAL SHOW 

Another display of incredible orchids at Beerwah for Glasshouse County Orchid Society’s annual 

show. Congratulations to all winners.  
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AUCKLAND ORCHID SHOW 

For those that did not attend Auckland’s Orchid Show, here are some photographs to enjoy 

and see how ‘across the ditch’ are enjoying orchids.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Part 3 - PAPHIOPEDILUM: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

Bob & Lynn Wellenstein 

 

I noticed a bud forming several weeks ago, but it seems to be taking forever to develop, 

what's wrong? 
Paphs can be frustratingly or tantalizingly (depending on your point of view) slow to push that 

bud up and open it. Paph. malipoense, for example, can slowly push the bud up over a period of 

months, especially if the humidity and light is low. Some others, such as Paph. hirsutissimum 

and Paph. tigrinum, can initiate a bud low in the growth and then hold it at that stage for several 

months before pushing it up. You need patience with Paphs. However, if you can look closely at 

the bud down in the growth, and it seems black or dark brown, and very thin, it has probably 

died (remember however that many vinicolor buds are very dark maroon normally). Now, you 

will have to wait until the plant matures a second growth for a flower. 

 

The bud on my Paph. has turned brown (or black). What happened? 
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There are many reasons for 'bud blast', or the death of the developing bud. If the bud gets too 

cold, for instance from being too close to a window in the colder months, it may blast. At the 

other end of the spectrum, if the bud becomes overheated from too much direct sun it may blast. 

You can also lose buds to rot if water is allowed to remain in the 

crown of the plant for an extended period of time, particularly 

during colder temperatures. Well grown Paphs are not terribly 

sensitive to bud loss in low humidity, but if it becomes 

extremely dry, this is a possibility also. Application of 

pesticides that contain an organic solvent, or oil sprays under 

high light and heat conditions can cause bud loss. Also check 

for mealybugs, especially hiding under the bract that subtends 

the bud, as they can cause enough damage to cause bud loss. 

Other sucking insects can also cause enough damage to blast a 

bud, and mice or slugs can take a nip out of the bud or 

inflorescence and cause enough damage to lose it, or at the very 

least, cause severe deformities. Inadequate water or nutrient 

supply, particularly calcium, to the inflorescence and bud can 

cause it to blast. This can be caused by either inadequate watering or fertilization (or incomplete 

fertilization), or insufficient root mass on the plant. Remember that the plant grows relatively 

slowly, so the root mass, if marginal, may be adequate to keep the plant looking okay, but the 

rapidly growing inflorescence has a high demand for water and nutrients. Some nutrients can be 

moved from other parts of the plant, but calcium is only slightly translocatable within the plant, 

and so must be supplied regularly and in adequate amounts to support this rapid growth. 

 

The new flower that has opened on my plant has a split synsepal, and the dorsal didn't 

quite separate from one of the petals; will the flower always have this deformity? What 

caused it? I bought it when it was in flower, and it didn't look like this! 

 

Flower deformities such as these happen occasionally, and are rarely a consistent feature of a 

plant. The cause can be difficult to determine; certainly rapidly changing temperatures or 

humidity levels just before and during anthesis (the maturing and opening of the bud into a 

flower) can cause flower deformities. Other causes include damage by sucking insects such as 

mealies, and by applications of some pesticides. The presence of a split synsepal is a very 

commonly seen flower deformity in Paphs, although using the term deformity seems wrong as 

in many cases, especially if the split is symmetrical, it presents a very attractive appearing 

flower. Petals fused to sepals, multiple pouches, petals forming partial to complete pouches, and 

very small to nonexistent pouches, as well as just plain miniaturized but perfect flowers, are 

some of the many such deformities seen if you flower enough plants each year. Again, with only 

rare exceptions are these regular features of the plants. Among the few consistent exceptions we 

have seen are Paph. insigne 'Oddity', which forms multiple pouches. Another is Paph. 

hirsutissimum 'Peloric', a plant we own, that consistently produces petals that form pouches (a 

similar plant was named as a Paph. species - Paph. saccopetalum - in a bit of overzealous 

taxonomy). The cross of Paph. niveum with Paph. druryi is named Paph. Microchilum because 

of the tendency of this hybrid to have a very small pouch.  

 

 

The ovary on this Paph. malipoense bud 
has turned brown, and the bud is starting 
to go.  
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Other types of flower deformities that are consistent are a 

result of combining certain traits. An example might be 

the result of crossing a Paph. with long, heavily twisted 

petals with a Paph. possessing broad, cupped petals. The 

result may very likely produce a percentage of progeny 

with deformed, crenated petals. Those that exhibit such a 

trait are not likely to outgrow it. 

Another common deformity is that of 'color break' in 

flowers. This refers to a condition where what should be 

consistent background color of a flower is streaked or 

thinly splotched with a different color. Sometimes, the 

streaking also produces deformed, indented tissue that 

twists or pinches a petal or dorsal. The most prominent 

cases of color break probably occur when vinicolor (wine colored) mottled leaf Maudiae types 

are crossed with brachypetalums, such as Paph. bellatulum. The best from such a cross can be 

absolutely outstanding, occasionally producing stunning, near black colored flowers with wide 

petals and good overall flower conformation, but many from such a cross may also show 

variable amounts of color break, with white streaks against the dark background. It is possible 

for some of these plants to "grow out" of this type of color break, but it is usually assumed that 

if they have flowered with it three times, it will be a persistent feature of the flower. Such a 

streaked flower may not catch the judges eye so as to be awardable, but if the streaking does not 

deform the flower parts, the plant can still be desirable to own, depending on the eye of the 

owner. 

 

The bottom leaf on my Paph is starting to turn yellow, what's wrong? 

 
If only the bottom leaf or two is turning yellow, 

and the plant otherwise appears healthy and is growing 

new leaves, chances are that it is only the normal 

senescence (dying) of the lower leaves. They have 

served their function and are giving up any 

translocatable nutrients to the rest of the plant. There is 

the possibility, if you feel the yellowing is premature for 

the number of new leaves, that it is the result of a translocatable nutrient deficiency. Two 

possibilities would be Nitrogen (N) and Potassium (K), but a deficiency of either of these is 

highly unlikely if you are feeding a balanced fertilizer on a regular basis. A more likely 

possibility is a Magnesium deficiency, which can be cured with an occasional feeding of 1/2 to 1 

teaspoon of Epsom Salts per gallon of water every one to three months. See "Mineral Nutrition 

of Slipper Orchids" for more information. 

There is also the possibility that there is the beginning of a fungal or bacterial infection at the 

base of the leaf, particularly if there are any areas of brown and wet looking areas at the base of 

the leaf. This can be difficult to see, particularly if the rot is just getting started, and if there is a 

bract at the base of the leaf that is turning yellow. This type of leaf yellowing, accompanied by 

brown rot, is most commonly caused by potting the plant too deep in the mix. Your best bet in 

this case is to carefully remove the basal (lowest) bract, then take a look at the base of the leaf. If 

there is a mushy brown area at the base of the leaf, you must remove the leaf, and try to get as 

much of the diseased area as well. You may need to take a small and sharp knife and gently ---

 

Paph. hirsutissimum 'Peloric' is one of the 
uncommon plants that blooms consistently 
peloric.  

 

 

 
The lower leaf that is yellowing on this plant is part of 
a normal process, not a problem developing.   

http://ladyslipper.com/minnut.htm
http://ladyslipper.com/minnut.htm
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and carefully---remove any of the brown area at the base of the plant, even cutting into the 

rhizome of the plant to remove any infected tissue, which will usually appear a reddish brown in 

color. Go slowly with this approach, and watch that you do not cut your fingers at the same time 

you cut the plant. In removing diseased tissue, you will finally come to the whitish area of 

unaffected tissue on the plant. Take a plant tag and fill the end with a tiny amount of cinnamon, 

and then apply this to the open wound. Blow off any excess so that the next time you water, 

which should not be earlier than one day, the cinnamon does not get down into the pot or on any 

other roots. 

(Continues Part 4 next newsletter)….. 

 
  

 

LIBRARY 

An orchid book library is available at the Scout Hall for all members to use. Please ensure 

borrowed books are signed out by our Librarian, Joe Merieca. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUPPER ROSTER 2016 

Month Person  

November John Thelander, Merryan Hardman 

December  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: While the Editor endeavours to ensure the reliability of this newsletter, neither the Editor nor the Maroochydore Orchid Society Inc. 

can assume any responsibility for the information or advice given to readers of The Observer. 


