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CULTURAL MEETING 
 

Cultural Meeting is held on the 1st Tuesday of the month at the Girl Guide Hall, Beach Road, Maroochydore, 

7.30pm. AGM will be held at October meeting. Members and visitors are welcome. All plants to be tabled by 

7.30pm for judging. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 CALENDAR 
 

 Society Show Dates: 

 
November ??  STOCQ Meeting (Date & Venue TBA), 

hosted by Bundaberg Orchid Society 

 

 5-6th November  Pumicestone Orchid Show Caboolture Showgrounds Set up 4th C.T. 

Williams Hall 

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

Annual Fee $10 Badge (optional) $10 

All enquiries, please contact Del. 

FEES ARE NOW DUE. 

 

 

mailto:maroochyorchid1@optusnet.com.au
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CULTURAL MEETING RESULTS 

 

CATEGORY FIRST SECOND THIRD 

OPEN Lyc.Aquila Van.Augusan River Den.Hamana Lake 

 Kathy Howatson John Salway John Salway 

INTERMEDIATE Van.Lek Serg.Yokosuka Story Bish.Bushfire Dawn 

 Loraine Hocking Loraine Hocking Loraine Hocking 

NOVICE Cat.Unknown - - 

 Robyn Voltz - - 

SPECIES Epi.stamfordium Paraphalenopsis 

labukensis 

C.aurantica 

 Kathy Howatson Duncan McMartin Kathy Howatson 

FOLIAGE Dracaena Milky Way Antherium - 

 Loraine Hocking Loraine Hocking - 

     

   

 

Other entries:- 

Open winner - Lyc.James Miller Intermediate winner- Ct.Trick or 
Treat

Novice winner - Den.speciosum
Species winner -

C.lodegesii



3 
 



4 
 

 

 

NAMBOUR ORCHID SPECIES SHOW 

 

 

 

PAPHIOPEDILUM: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

Bob & Lynn Wellenstein 

 

Part 4 - What should I do with dead or dying leaves? 
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Leaves that have become mostly yellow or crispy 

brown need to be removed from the plant. This can 

usually be done easily by putting your thumb on top of the leaf close to the plant, and while 

supporting the plant just above the leaf with your other hand, pushing down gently and with 

care, don't force it. We've found removing them this way generally causes less risk of infection 

than cutting, and also does not leave the little "V" pocket to hold water up against the plant. The 

dead or dying leaf does not have the natural defences against bacterial and fungal pathogens that 

a vital leaf has. To leave part of it attached to the healthy plant as it turns to mush, especially 

since it is likely to trap a little cesspool of water as it decays, is inviting problems when it is 

simple to remove it. Is it a huge likelihood? Probably not with a Phrag, maybe with a Paph., but 

for us stripping the leaf off is simpler than cutting and having to sterilize cutting tools, and 

eliminates one more risk. 

 

When should I water my Paphs? 
The quick answer to this question is a short and easy one to give: you water the plants when they 

need to be watered. Generally speaking, Paphs should be allowed to dry out slightly to 

moderately before they are watered. This allows the roots of the plants access to air, and 

encourages them to seek out sources of water within the pot. It also can prolong the life of the 

medium in which the plants are potted, which ultimately benefits the plants because more air 

will be available to the plant at the roots for a longer period of time. 

 

When to water is the more complex and many-faceted question, 

and requires taking into consideration certain aspects of the plants, 

their growing location and microclimate (whether in the 

greenhouse, under lights, on the windowsill), their pot size, the 

potting mix, and the predicted weather conditions for the day if 

you are growing in a greenhouse.  

Relative location of the plants, wherever they are being grown, 

affects the speed at which the plants dry out. For example, plants 

grown under fluorescent lights will generally dry out fairly 

rapidly--ideally within three to four days, if the plants are 

correctly placed a few inches beneath the bulbs, with either a 2 or 

4 bulb set up. The bulbs and ballasts generate a fair amount of 

heat as well as light, with those plants that are closer to the center 

of the bulbs usually drying out the fastest. People who grow under 

lights will also have a fan or two running, and plants that receive 

direct airflow from the fans will dry out faster than those that are 

on the perimeter of the airflow. This of course can be used 

conveniently to one's advantage in that plants that one wants to 

dry out faster (i.e. plants in older, broken down mix, or species that are lithophytes or epiphytes 

in nature, and thus are less tolerant of wet roots for any length of time) can be placed in the 

direct flow of air.  

Generally speaking, most Paphs will do better in the home environment with a slight to 

moderate drying out period between watering. Paphs that stay wet for extended periods of time, 

either through over watering or being in broken down, moisture retentive mix, are prime 

candidates for losing their roots and dying from dehydration and starvation. Overwatering in the 

sense of watering too frequently, and not letting the plant's medium dry out somewhat between 

Dead lower leaves are easily removed by simply 
pressing down at the base while supporting the base of 
the plant with your other hand.  

 

 

All aspects of your water/fertilzer 
program and potting & potting mix 
decisions should center around 
growing the best possible roots on your 
Paphs. Good roots are the basis of 
good culture, grow good roots and a 
good plant and flowers will follow.  
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watering, is probably the number one reason Paphs die an early death. There has been, and 

unfortunately still is, a large misconception that even allowing the potting medium to approach 

drying will kill a Paph's roots. This is probably based on the use of poor quality water, which 

would form salt deposits on the roots of plants if the pot were allowed to dry out. This has led to 

a second misconception that the plants should be grown wet all the time, which in turn has 

probably killed far more plants due to root loss than a little drying would ever have done. 

A standard rule that beginners can apply to a watering program is the following: if you are not 

sure your plants need watering, wait a day. If you are still not sure, wait another day. If you are a 

chronic over waterer, repot your Paph into a more open mix that will approach drying faster. A 

Paph will be exterminated far quicker from over- than from under-watering. It is helpful to 

remember when one is considering watering frequency that Paphs do not grow in swamps or 

river edges or other areas where there is abundant water constantly available to the roots. Rather, 

Paphs can be said to be epiphytes or lithophytes of one type or another, either growing on a 

substrate such as decaying vegetation on the ground (humus epiphyte), or on rocky outcrops, or 

on other living plants such as in tree roots or crotches. Regardless of where they are growing in 

nature, their roots do not stay wet for extended periods of time. 

 

Can I water my Paphs with my tap water? 

 
The short answer is yes, unless you have a sodium-based water 

softener. If you have water that is particularly high in total dissolved 

solids (TDS - so called 'hard water') or that has a high sodium content, 

then you may have to be careful about avoiding the more sensitive 

Paphs and Phrags, and you may not be able to grow the more tolerant 

ones to their best potential. It is advisable to know what your water 

quality is. If you are on a municipal water system you can get a report 

from the administrators of that system. If you have a well, you will have 

to submit a water sample for private testing (very often the companies 

that sell water treatment systems such as softeners will give you a basic 

analysis for free). If you use a well, do not depend on the analysis of a 

neighbours well, differences can be dramatic even within very close 

distances. There are of course, some indications you can get about your 

water quality indirectly. If you get white salt deposits on your plant 

leaves or medium, water spotting on your glassware, and scale build ups 

in hot water heaters and coffeepots or tea kettles, these are all indicators 

of water hardness. Soap will not "suds up" as well in hard water either. 

You may also get an approximate idea of the TDS of your water by 

using a conductivity meter to measure how well it will pass an electric 

current. Pure water does not conduct electricity, but the dissolved solids 

in it do, so the higher the conductivity the greater the TDS in the water. 

For more information on water quality, water treatments and slipper orchids see "Water Quality 

Issues for Slipper Orchid Growers". 

 

I've heard rainwater is great for Paphs, is this true? 
Using rainwater can be a great boost for your plants if your irrigation water source is high in 

total dissolved solids, however you must be careful how you collect and store it. Some 

composite roofs may allow chemical leaching which could be harmful to your plants, 

 

Relatively inexpensive 
conductivity meters are 
available. They will give you an 
approximation of your TDS in 
your water and fertilizer mix.  

 

http://ladyslipper.com/waterq.htm
http://ladyslipper.com/waterq.htm
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particularly when new. You will also not want to collect the water until it has rained for a few 

minutes. This will allow the rain to clean off the collection surfaces of any accumulated material 

you do not want in it, and will also decrease the amount of particulate matter collected from the 

atmosphere as it falls. Also be aware that the pH of rainwater can be very low in some areas, it 

can be as low as 3.2 in our area in New York State. The pH of normal rainwater is in the 5.6 to 

5.8 range from dissolved carbon dioxide, and will approach 6.5 or so upon sitting and 

outgassing the carbon dioxide. If you are going to store rainwater for any period of time, you 

may wish to add a small amount of Physan to inhibit bacterial growth. Storing it in the dark will 

also decrease growth of algae.  

The second warning on using rainwater or any purer water source is that you must use a 

complete fertilizer that includes calcium and magnesium, and be careful of the pH after adding 

the fertilizer. Again, if you are a casual grower who does not want to venture too deeply into the 

water quality/fertilizer issues, I would suggest a fertilizer such as Dyna-Grow used at label 

recommendations if you are going to use rainwater. 

 
 

 

 

LIBRARY 

An orchid book library is available at the Girl Guide Hall for all members to use. Please 

ensure borrowed books are signed out by our Librarian, Joe Merieca. 

 

 

 

 

 
Disclaimer: While the Editor endeavours to ensure the reliability of this newsletter, neither the Editor nor the Maroochydore Orchid Society Inc. 

can assume any responsibility for the information or advice given to readers of The Observer. 


